Part B

One of the areas we have studied during this class that has personally challenged my views about education is the idea of multiple intelligences, as discussed by Howard Gardner in “The Disciplined Mind.”  The thought of multiple intelligences was something completely new to me so I would categorize the challenge to my previous held beliefs as not very strong since I was unaware of an alternative.  However, Gardner provides so much evidence and proof to multiple intelligences that I have been compelled to re-evaluate my previous stance on education.  More importantly, I am more interested in understanding the human mind and how to educate students to their intelligence.  
I come from a traditional background in education and always believed students learned by reading and studying.  I understood the concept of learning through trying, but the thought of multiple intelligences never crossed my mind.  Gardner believes that there are eight different types of intelligences, and that people learn things differently depending on what type of intelligence they are.  The more I consider the concept, the more I find myself following his theories.  Educators must understand multiple intelligences so they know best how to teach a student to understand lessons.  Once an educator understands how to teach a student, and which intelligence the student is, the possibilities are endless.  It is counterproductive to keep teaching the same methods over and over to a student if they cannot grasp the concept the teacher is explaining.  
As I looked back at my own education I began to further understand the strength in multiple intelligences.   I wish I would have been introduced to the concept years ago.   Studying education, I have been able to be introspective about how I learned what I know, and what the inspiration is behind my current thinking.   Gardner's research into multiple intelligences gives me a starting point on how to interpret my own educational upbringing.  It has shown me that if I had been able to understand my personal intelligence, that I may have been able to adapt to subjects that were difficult for me. I have found that I have interpersonal intelligence, and visual spatial intelligence.  I have also found that I am most successful at tasks when I cater the task to my intelligence.  When I was in grade school there were areas that I struggled in, and areas that I was very successful in.  I think that is pretty status quo for every student.  My thought growing up was that I was strong in one area but weak in the other.  I am now beginning to understand that I wasn’t applying my specific intelligence to my “weak” area.  More importantly, my educators weren’t trying to uncover how to teach to me.   Though I don’t necessarily fault my teachers for their lack of teaching to each students’ intelligence, simply because the current belief in traditional education is so common and widely accepted as the “proper” way to teach.  However, I feel that if students are not being taught to their specific intelligence they are not receiving the quality education they deserve because they are not achieving a deeper understanding of the material.   
Before reading “The Disciplined Mind,” I strongly believed in a traditional sense of education.   Why not, it is all I have ever known?  As I read the writings by E.D. Hirsch it solidified my views that traditional education is an acceptable and proper way to tech.

However, after reading Gardner’s work and reflecting on my own education, my beliefs began to change.  Even though I originally had strong beliefs tied to the traditional ways of education, I now realize that although it is still an effective method of setting curriculum, it is somewhat fundamentally flawed.  I am not dismissing the traditional ways of thinking, including standardized testing and curriculum, but I am beginning to believe that a progressive method of curriculum including the understanding  of multiple intelligence is a better way of teaching.   
Hirsch does make good points that progressive education doesn’t hold students accountable as standardized testing does, but Gardner contends that a student will not be successful on the standardized test if the student does not know how to approach the test mentally.  “I believe that many of our current testing policies, no matter how well intentioned, are fundamentally misguided.” (Howard Gardner, The Disciplined Mind, Pg. 260)   
I believe that Gardner is correct that if we can change the way a school’s curriculum is set up, then we have the a chance at enhancing a student’s education.  “…educators need to take into account the differences among minds and, as far as possible, fashion an education that can reach the infinite variety of students.”  (Howard Gardner, The Disciplined Mind, Pg. 186) Because the traditional method of education only scratches the surface of the lessons, it leaves the student without a deep understanding of the lesson.  With Gardner's approach using multiple personalities as the base of learning, an educator can delve much deeper into how a student is taught.    Using carefully specific entry points, and analogies that are targeted to a specific student, an educator can cater the lesson to each student specifically, thus creating a better learning environment for that student.  
Educators must have the foresight to see that if a student doesn’t comprehend a subject, it doesn’t necessarily mean that the student cannot achieve success in the subject, but rather the student needs to approach it from a different perspective.   The concept of multiple intelligences challenges my previous ideas regarding education because it gives me a unique perspective on my own educational upbringing.  I have begun to believe that the concept of multiple intelligences is the best way for students to get a deeper understanding not only of their class work, but life as a whole.  “I believe that such an education would yield individuals who feel a commitment to their community and to the larger world.” (Howard Gardner, The Disciplined Mind. Pg. 245)  Going forward with my own education and my professional life, I will look to Howard Gardner's concept of multiple intelligences as I try to understand how to adapt my thinking.
